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Candid, outspoken, laugh-out-loud funny essays from much-loved Samantha Bee, host of TBS's

uproarious late-night show Full Frontal with Samantha Bee, executive producer and writer of TBS's

comedy television series The Detour, and former The Daily Show with Jon Stewartâ€™s Most

Senior Correspondent.In I Know I Am, But What Are You? she shares her unique and irreverent

viewpoint on subjects as wide-ranging as: BARBIEâ€™S DREAM HOUSE There were six main

players in my coterie: G.I. Joe (macho, good-looking), Wonder Woman (hot, carpet-munching

neighbor, busy with athletics), Marie Osmond (career gal, smart), Ken (gay, obviously), regular

Barbie (slutty, dumb, eternally single), and an old-timey Barbie from the sixties (smokerâ€™s cough,

swinger). HER CHILDHOOD CRUSH I had a notebook dedicated to ironing out the details of my

postmarital name change. Samantha Christ. Mrs. Jesus H. Christ. In fact, Jesus and I were so tight

that if at any moment He should materialize, I knew we would listen to my disco records and eat

Tang straight from the package, just like lovers did. GYM CLASS My grandmother would send me in

a navy-blue, puffy-sleeved, one-piece cashmere sweat suit with a patent-leather belt, and warn me

not to sweat in it, since it was dry-clean only. FAMILY TIES Thereâ€™s really nothing creepier than

going somewhere with one of your parents and having people think you are together, as a couple.

Of lovers. Who do it. With each other. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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"I Know I Am, But What Are You?" is an intermittently comic, hopefully exaggerated memoir of Sam



Bee's childhood and young adulthood. The blurb on the back cover promises "candid, outspoken,

laugh-out-loud funny essays," and while they are certainly candid and outspoken, I never laughed

out loud. In fact, I found the in-your-face sexuality and crudeness in many of the essays rather icky

and sad. The overall effect was the one you might have when an acquaintance decides to

overshare: too much information, thank you!You might need a stronger stomach or a different sense

of humor than I have to really enjoy this book. I could see the absurdity in Bee's recollections (her

crush on Jesus, for instance, or her work at what she calls a "penis clinic"), but her graphic

descriptions of strangers' genitals and her pets' sexual aggressiveness and her much older lover's

poop problems all grossed me out, and the story of how a friend's stripper boyfriend "entertained"

her was squirm-inducing.Especially grim are her memories of the desperately poor parenting she

received from her mother. The woman attempted to enlighten her daughter by giving her sex

manuals and showing her porn and letting her gay friends regale her with tales of fisting, autoerotic

asphyxiation, and other things one should not share with an eight-year-old. This goes a long way

toward explaining how neurotic and caustic Bee became as she grew up and why she found refuge

and healing in comedy.If you enjoy Bee's work on the Daily Show and would like to learn more

about her personal background, this book will fill you in. Indeed, it may well tell you more than you'd

like to know.
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